THE ROAD LESS TRAVELLED

THE GREAT INDIA
LEG

the world.

reating 7 Linca Book of Recorcs
absolutely
have to do next
was time to finally put into action our
long standing dream of diving around the
worlg. Tt was time to g0 on The Mother of
AlLRoad Trips. The Great Indian World Trip.

In July 2012, we started planning the epic journey and
decided to Flag Offin September 2013, A milion questions
it home. What would be the route’

accomplshed filmmaker from Mumbai to join us
uld document the journey and produce a travel
series on our historic expedition.

CHASE SUMMER
Firsly, we did what we love doing the most. Design the
We decided 1o start our journey sometime in
ptember 2013 drivingtowardsthe SouthernHemisphere.
Our plan was to ‘chase summer We would drive
Tndia, Myanmar
Singapore, we
oo it i hip our

36 eld

In this exclusive column, expedition leader and travel writer Tushar
Agarwal chronicles the mother of all road trips. As Tushar and his team
Live their dream of driving around the world, HIGHS brings to you what it
feels like to be on a journey that has never been attempted by anyone in

N WORLD TRIP
SOUTH EAST ASIA

A vy Sob g s
i Ushupi, the soutfiernmost tp of the werld, we
crive upthe 24,000 ki long PanAmerican highway.
B s A o Aon e

tatos,
York. ship the vericte o Europe, drve through Western
JFurope, Eastérn Europe, Scandinavia, rgach the Gul and
finlly ship our vehicle frofh Dubgi to, Mumbai ad drive
ome fo Delh. Phew!

WHAT'S A NAMEL
Routa decded, wethought abaut the therme for tho journey.
about we drive all around the world to meet with
NRIS? Let's meet Tndian people n different corners of the
‘world and find out how's life ke Uing fa away from home.
We can meet truck drivrs from Punjab in Canada, Indian
Tnvestment Bankers in London, doctors and scientists
in US, shop keepers in Kenya. T amounced my idea
e rat e o so gl ot
s being done for Tndians by Indians so we call it Tndian’ It
5.8 road trip around the world so we add World Tr. Put it
together and we have ‘The Great Indian World Trp

nd Rusi,Dest Rond e Sl Flats
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on b aras g rupedons and

DRIVING, THE OLD WAY!

also decided to add one mare unique elen

around the world without usin

o Google Maps

signs and ask people for dirctions. We felt that using gadgets.
uld isolate us from th around us. We wanted to

1058 0ur Way. we wanted to talk o villagers, we wanted to find

ourselves In unplanned stuations, we wanted to come home

with interesting stores totell.

“THE START

Finaly, the D-Day arrived. Wearing our cisp yellaw World Trip

T-shits, amidst huge applause. we flagged off on the greatest
Tndia Gate.

s Gty s i
rcnd th war
inS0counris
sualize o to imagine how the journey would unfold over the next
910 months, AULT could feel was that we were going on a road trip

Somewhere out of Delh

THE FIRST STOP: MYANMAR

As we rolled out of India Gate, there was complete silence in
the car. It was one of those rare moments when neither of us
had anytfing to say. T guess it had it us that we were going on
a journey on a lfetime, but the magnitude of the journey ha not
sunkin. Tt ook us four days to reach the India-Myanmar border in
Manipur. Every day in India was a unique experience. Eating Tunde
Kebabs in Lucknow, visiting Indigo plantations in @ small town in
Bihar called Forbesgun,vsiting a food market in Nagatand where.
dog meat, ve frogs, bee larve, eal and lots of other strange and

Fir

i Delh Ttwasdiffcult

to digest that we were on & world trip. How can you imagine
or prepare yoursalf for somathing so big? Tt was dificul to

inally,
and crossed the Indo-Myanmar Friendship bridge to enter the irst
foreign country on our journey, Myanmar



With Myanmar custom offcers ot Myanmar Thai border

What's a road trip without a bit of a challenge? Our journey from
Kalay to Monywa was nothing short of a thrilling experience
which put our driving skills to test. At one point during this
drive, we came across a river that was overflowing from one
side of the road to the other at a fairly high speed. We carefully
checked the water level using a stick and moved on. A couple of
hours later, we titled 40 degrees into soft ground and it took us
2hours to get out and continue further. We were driving through
extremely torrential rains and by the time we reached
we were absolutely ex

Monywa,

Golden Pogoda n Bagan

Someone has rightly sald, “Everyone is wrong
about foreign countries”. The more T travel, the
e T believe in this statement. The pecple

onvpresot Pagode o prope goig aht thar
dailychares n the local markets. Everyone greets.

escorted us in his patrol vehicle throughout our
9 day drive through Myanmar. We started driving

on the right sde of the road in a country which is
more than 50% covered with forests. There were
0 ro3d signs or markings. Having said that, T still
feel Myanmar is a great country to drive through,

Dense forests, ocean, mountains, dit roads, 16
tane highways, it has the perfect combination for
a thrilling driving experience. T think Myanmar
should also be known as the ‘country of bridges’
(On our very frst day from the border to Kalay, we.
crossed 42iron bridges within @ 100 km range. As
the car would drive over the bridge,the iran plates
over which we drove made a loud rattling nose.
Next morring, we drove to Bagan. an 11th
century historic town which is home to 4446
temples, pagodas and monasteries. We climbed
the top of one Pagoda to get an aerial view of
Bagan and in every direction all we could see
were monuments of all shapes and sizes as far
a5 the eye could see. It was almost ike someane.
had splattered temples and manasterics all over
the place. Our journey only got better 35 we kept
travelling through this incredible cauntry. Our
next stop was a town called Tnle famous for the
very beatiful Tnle Lake. We sat i the makeshift
narrow but long motorboat and asthe Lake opened
upin frontof us, we all ooked with eyes wide open
at the perfect setting in front o us, The lake was.
surrounded by green mountains in all directions.
which were partly covered with clouds below 3
bright blue sky. The reflection of sun on the lake.

travellng through, you willalways find good food,
clean tolets, fairly good roads and even though
most peaple chew tobacco and pan all day long,
but they never spit on the road. As we approached
the Myanmar-Thaland border, our last stop was 3
place called Galden Rock. Imagine this massive
fock hanging on the edge of a clif for centurles.
without any support. Now, imagine this giant rock
painted in gald, shinning n the moonlight, covered
inmist,with clouds foating belowit. The calmness.
around . the vibrations, the peaceful atmosphere,
your eyes would automaticaly close and don't be

surprised f you ae lostin a trance.

THAILAND: GOOD TIMES GUARANTEED

Crossing the Myanmar Thailand border was nothing like we.
had imagined. Sesing the stickers on the vehicle, our world

te map of our epic journey.

was good enough fo the custom fficers to ive us a green
signal without any questions. In fact, the custom officers
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entire border staff, “Thalland has something for everyone:

Whether beachy

food, o te this

The Rogl Paloce of Bangkok

I

mile

ot ngmu said
“If you got bored in Thailand, something i seriously wrang with you!
Ater driving for nine days through Myanmar, we firally entered
Thailand and suddenly everything changed. I can never understand

on the border and on the other side of the line, the world is completely

world. Different faces, different buildings, ifferent language, different
b i

e

was supposed to bring a oad map of Thailand for us at the border, but
id ot turn up. So we headed towards Bangkok without any maps. Our
compass. on the

was how to find the hotel in the concrete jungle of Bangkok. As we
we looked forsi

was located. Fortunately. we spotted the sign board and miraculously
we reached our hotel without taking 3 single wrong turn. Over the next
couple of days in Bangkok. Lot of people came forward to help us, to
meet us, to treat us and to guide us. Be it the Indian Ambassador to
Thailand, HE. Anil Wadhwa, owners of Indian restaurants, pinciple of
an Indian Schoal,‘granthis'n the Gurudwaras, we got a chance to meet
with Indian people contributing in their own ways in Thailand

The journey from Bangkak to Phuket was a breeze. Crusing along on
the Thai ighways was as smooth as silk. No pothales, no ane honkin,
00 rffc s, 10 angy soes, o cuttg of (s, o arials o
car,
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music and the idea of driving to one of the most popular
destinations in the world, Phuket. Cool breeze, sound
of the ocean, tattoo bars, massage parlours, kraoke
clubs..it was 3 very different world compared to all the
places we had driven through so far. After unwinding at
the beach for a couple of days, we pushed ourselves to
it the road again before we got too comfortable lazying
near the crystal blue Andaman waters.

The mutual.feeling on leaving Thailand was one of

smiles, everyone here s willng to help, you wil always
be greeted with a “Swaadikaaaa" in a very typical nasal
tone. But before you know it you too will be returning
the greeting. Be careful, t is easy to fall in love with
Thalland, so make sure you visit the country with @
return ticket or if you are the crazy kinds Uk us, with &
visa for your onward country!

MALAYSIA: TRULY FANTASTIC

We entered Malaysia without any road maps, without &
9ps, with any local currency, without a clue about how
o get to Penang, which we first thougnt was a city.
but it turned out that Penang is not n fact a city, but a
region. You may call us gnorant, amateurish...but i you
‘ask me, it turned out to be the best plan! At the border,
while we were walking in a confused state from one
£00m to the other, an Tndian Malaysian named Sanglee
approached us. For the next few hours, he became our
guardian taking care of documentation a
paying ol tax for us multple times, feeding us n  local
Tamil restaurant, arranging for a local person to guide

e border,

Petronas Towers

What we are doing, what we are experiencing, what
we are achieving together i rare. T think it wil take a
few years before even we will realze what we did. It is
g0ing to stay with us forever: I added

After the clouds had cleared, the Black Label had
emptied and the birds had started chirping, we were
st in our own dreams. My mind would jump from one.
continent to another.

“Calm down, come back, tis s only the first leg, one
step ata time, one day at a time" I would need to keep
reminding myself.

Kuala Lumpur was a nicer version of Bangkok. The
highlight of course was the twin towers of Petronas. Our

us toLittle India..all by him, how

Ja started ona

for? A couple of
of this have happened if we had a route map or local
currency or knowledge about the routes?  rest my case.

After bidding goodbye to Sanglee, we said hello to
‘Awing, one of my Malaysian friends who drove 700 km
tomeet us. He took us toa resort in Gurung Jerai,one of
the highest paints of Malaysia from where you could see
addy felds n every direction and alsocatcha glimpsaof
the ocean i the far distance, The resart was buit on top
of the mountain and as we sat nthe balcony of our room
overlooking the valley down below, the entire area got
engulfed by clouds. From India to Myanmar to Thailand
toMalaysia, meeting Sanglee during the day and then be
itting in the balcony overlooking a beautiful landscape
in Malaysia, we couldn't help get a bit hilosophical.

Travelling through so many countries, experiencing
diferent cultures, meating different faces everyday
e where T belong™ Sanjay said looking
far ahead in the distance.

40 F In;"ﬁ

it bec
we met Awing but what took it to  completelydifferent
tevel was the support given to us by the Automobile

Sonjoy ond Tushar in Molaysia

Association of Malaysia(AAM). Mr TK. Malhatra, President of
Automobile Association of Upper Tndia (AAUT) had written to
the President of AAM abaut our journey. He had requested AAM
to provide us with on-ground support and media coverage in
Malaysia. AAM team went ot of their way to welcome us. Not

vE
Channel, the national news channel of Malaysis.

Sitting in the green room getting a touch up'done on our faces,
Sanjay, Prasad and T couldn't help but look at each other and
giggle.

“Driving can take you places, from highways to deserts to
mountains to @ makeup room" Sanay laugh

Famous coffee chain i Moloysia
What is it that anyone is after on a cross border
road trip? Food? Beautiful landscapes? Seeing
historic monuments? Planning the route very

carefully? ? Currency? Making sure
every aspect is covered? After driving for so many
years, I have come to realize that all you neet
is access to the country and everything else is
somehow taken care of. What is a road trip withou
a bit of apprehension, a bit of curiosity, a bit o
uncertainty, a bit of no planning? Or should I say
that we planned to not plan?

“THE FINAL LEG: SINGAPORE
Tt wastime toenter the final country on the ist eg of aur ourney.
Singapare. One of the mst diffcult and expensive countries when

250 for getting a sea of documents needed to rive on Singapore
oads for only ane day! We crossed the Malaysian border, entered
Singapore and as the city opened in front of us, T couldn't help
feela bit sick thinking about how to navigate through the maze of
roads, highways,fyovers and make sure we don'tend uptaking too
many wrong turns or breaking any laws. But after some hiccups
we did manage to navigate through Singapore using road maps.
s we drove to the Jurong Port terminal o put our vehicle on an
Australian bound ship, T smiled secretly as T had a flashback on
the last 25 days.

The world i better than we think it is. We are doing The Great
Indian World Trp o experiences difrent cultures, tomeet people
of varied backgrounds and to taste foods of different regions. T
am happy to say that we got a good dose of all of the above on
the fist log of our journey. But T am happier and very proud to
Say that despite the varied backgrounds and cultures in our own
beloved nation, the common links that I fel in India and other
Asian countries were kindness, haspitality and selflessness.

Next leg of our journey willtake us to Australia where we will
be driving 18000 km and also attempt to create a Guinness World
Record for driving the longest distance in a single country!

The Great Indian World Tipis rganised by Adventres Overtand
(www.AdventuresOverland com), one of the ist set dive expetion
comparies Inda organising incredile journeys in Ladak, Bhutan,
Himachal, Rajasthan and many other remate terains around the
wertd
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